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Logic became ‘formal’ at the end of the 19th century primarily in pursuit of deductive
rigor within mathematics. But by the early 20th century, a formal treatment of logic
had become essential to two new streams in the current of logic: the collection of crucial
‘semantic’ notions surrounding the idea of categoricity, and the project of examining the
tools of logic themselves, in the way that‘s crucial for the treatment of completeness (in
its various guises). This lecture discusses the variety of different tasks that have been
assigned the notion of formalization in the recent history of logic, with an emphasis
on some of the ways in which the distinct purposes of formalization are not always in
harmony with one another.


